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Welcome to the new Community Connections!! 

Our New Newsletter 

Welcome to the premiere issue of Community Connections, our 
new monthly newsletter. Our newsletter is created by members of the 
congregation to keep you updated on our events and activities. We 
strive to bring you news about church governance and social justice 
issues, as well as items of interest from the broader UUA and MetroNY 
District communities. Member submissions are always welcome. We 
want this newsletter to reflect the passion of our community! Your arti- 
cles, letters, poems, photography and artwork are appreciated and 
enjoyed. 


Redick & Stone Instrumental in 
Renaming Newsletter 

Peter Robinson 



Kristina Redick and Rachel Stone are the winners of the Name 
Game Contest held last fall to help the Communications Committee 

rename our monthly newsletter to reflect content and 
design changes. Both members submitted the name. 
Community Connections. Great minds and like-mind- 
ed spirits do think alike. 


Kristina Redick 



A panel of judges - Brenda 
Carpenter, Laurie Jakobsen, and 
Nancy Ruckes - sorted through 
eleven names submitted by members 
in the two month contest to find a 
new name to redefine our monthly 
newsletter and support its new direc- 
tion. 


Rachel Stone 


The Communications Committee congratulates Tina and Rachel on 
the selection of their entries and offers profound thanks to Brenda, 
Laurie and Nancy for their service as judges. We hope the new name 
will clearly reflect the intent of our revamped publication and enhance 
the diversity of information, resources and news the newsletter will deliv- 
er to our members. 


A token of the committee and congregation's appreciation was 
awarded to Tina and Rachel at our annual meeting on January 29th. 
Member Bill Campbell designed the awards. 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 


Progress on 

Communications Project, 
But More Work Needed 

Jennifer Robinson 

The communications project, initiated 
by the Communications Committee in March 
2004, to improve the way in which we com- 
municate with each other and the broader 
community has completed two important 
phases. The third phase is expected to begin 
by the end of this church year. 

With congregational authorization to 
spend $100,000, the committee hired Raja 
Choudhury of CCUBE in January 2005 for his 
professional expertise with non-profit organ- 
izations. In the first phase of the communi- 
cations project, Choudhury developed a 
process to create a new look for all our com- 
munication materials. A new logo and two 
chalice designs were selected by the congre- 
gation to represent how we visually identify 
ourselves as a church community. To round 
out this phase, the logos were integrated 
into existing printed and electronic materi- 
als. 


The next phase consisted of a redesign 
of communication channels such as the 
website and Community News. In addition to 
providing important information to visitors 
and newcomers, the long-term focus for the 
website is to provide a one-stop source for 
member information. Email updates were 
introduced to create a rapid means to dis- 
seminate timely member information. A new 
general information brochure for newcomers 
was also created during this phase. 

The final step in this phase is the cre- 
ation of Community Connections. In this pre- 
miere issue, you will notice the new name 
and design changes. Over the coming 
months, you will notice content changes to 
better inform members about important gov- 
ernance aspects of our congregation, such 
as Board of Trustees, Church Council and 
Congregational Meeting updates. It will also 
continue its tradition of providing informa- 
tion about church-wide activities and events 
as well as member updates. 

The third and final phase, which can 
only be tackled upon the completion of the 



Our new Website Design 

first two phases, contains the most critical 
elements of the communications project such 
as public relations, marketing and advertis- 
ing. Given the complexity of this phase, the 
Communications Committee will work with 
the Board of Trustees and Church Council to 
ensure all aspects of congregational life are 
included for developing a winning strategy. 

The Communications Committee will 
seek new membership to carry out the final 
phase. If you are interested in working on 
public relations, marketing and advertising 
for Community Church, please contact 
Natalie Webb, Communications Committee 
Chair. If you are interested in working on the 
editorial staff for Community Connections, 
please contact Molly Scott, Membership 
Coordinator. 


Board of Trustees Update 

Meeting: December 28, 2005 
Prepared by Nancy P. Ruckes, Clerk of the 

Congregation 

• Designated Interconnections as a 
Committee of the Board and provided up to 
$600 funding for its first presentation. 

• Adopted the recommendation of the Task 
Force on Proceeds from the 10 Park Avenue 
Apartment Sales to allocate 50% of the $1.6 
million to the general endowment and the 
remaining 50% to the Hall of Worship 
Renovation Fund. 

• Approved the Senior Minister's housing 
allowance allocation as required annually by 
the IRS. 

• Decided to resubmit to the Congregation a 
bylaw amendment making Personnel 
Committee meetings closed to visitors. 


• Deferred to the Church Council the desig- 
nation of the September date for 
Homecoming Sunday. 

• Agreed to not put the congregation's 
finances on the church website, even on a 
members' only access section. 

• Discussed the Nominating Committee's 
consulting process and ex-officio relation- 
ships. 


Serving the Wider 
Community - Building the 
Beloved Community 

Rev. Bruce Southworth 

14/e have a remarkable congregation 
with a wide range of activities and programs 
that help us to grow spiritually - to live with 
a bit more hope, courage and faith each day 
- to “grow our souls” (as A. Powell Davies 
once described this matter of religious nur - 
ture). Yet, it’s not a story we always tell as 
well as we could among ourselves or to the 
wider community. These are a couple of 
recent interfaith events that I helped organ - 
ize or lead with activist colleagues from 
other faith traditions that tell a part of this 
story. 

On Saturday, December 3rd, an inter- 
faith group met to discuss the issues of 
Global Warming and Climate Change and 
show support for the Montreal Summit 
Conference meeting on the Kyoto Protocols, 
which are important and at risk. After a 
Friday evening vigil and protest and a 
Saturday afternoon film festival, the gather- 
ing for the interfaith service was small, but 
deeply inspiring. Robero Mucaro Borrero, 
President of the United Confederation of the 
Taino People, offered powerful words from 
the perspective of indigenous people. Father 
Paul Mayer’s prophetic call to action can be 
found at climatecrisiscoalition.org. These 
few words of mine cannot do justice to the 
spirit present or the magnitude of the issue. 

A large group gathered in our Hall of 
Worship the following week for “A Call for 
(Continued on page 3) 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 



Congregational Fitness - A conversation in four pieces 

Winifred Zubin 

Congregation Fitness, Healthy Practices forLayfolk by Denise Goodman was the book used to 
facilitate conversations among 15 congregation members for four evenings in October and 
November. This voluntary discussion group met to discuss and practice unpacking behaviors 
we observe in ourselves and in others that lead to misunderstandings and conflict. Among 
the things we learned was that ambiguity is always with us and that we should live with the 
questions and continue seeking greater clarity. This is part of a continuing series of work- 
shops and dialogues to build our skills in interpersonal relations and conflict resolution. The 
group members enjoyed their work together, felt they were able to discuss some important 
issues in the church, and recommend that another Congregational Fitness discussion group 
should convene in the Spring. To participate in future sessions, please contact Laurie 
Jakobsen or Winifred Zubin. 


(Continued from previous page) 

Compassion and Speak Out for Lynne 

Stewart” with religious leaders uniting in 
calling for leniency in her sentencing. The 
panel I moderated included Rabbi Michael 
Feinberg (Labor-Religion Coalition), Faye 
Moore (an attorney with Social Service 
Employees Union local 371 AFSME), Jerry 
Salak (a NYC teacher and activist who told 
how a student group was prevented from 
having Ms. Stewart as a speaker), Jessica 
Sanclimente (Justice Committee), Father 
Luis Barrios (John Jay College and St. Mary’s 
Episcopal), and Rev. Charles Straut 
(Riverside Church). Rev. Eddie Lopez, with 
whom I co-chaired the Interfaith Coalition 
Against Police Brutality a few years ago, 
presided over the lively Speak-Out that fol- 
lowed. 

As you know, I often invoke Dr. King’s 
words that we should be “creatively malad- 
justed” to the oppressions that surround us 
and diminish all of us - including those who 
often so carelessly enjoy privileges of class, 
race, gender, or power that are foreclosed to 
most in our society. 

These are just a couple of groups/caus- 
es (among many others) that our congrega- 
tion supports, and who turn to us for rental 
space. We should be proud indeed of the 
leadership and hospitality we offer in our 
on-going work of building the Beloved 
Community. 


The Joy of Communicating: 
the New Interconnections 
Team 

Kristina Redick 

Communicating effectively and with 
compassion is not only a skill that nurtures 
one's relationships and promotes a sense of 
identity and connection; it is the mark of 
respect and kindness to others. The goal of 
the new Interconnections Team is to bring 
the importance of this great skill to the fore- 
front to help support the growth of a caring 
community at Community and beyond. 

By gathering resources and developing 
materials and related programming, the 
mission of the Interconnections Team is to 
help deepen the spiritual connections and 
interpersonal communications among con- 
gregants. It is our belief that giving atten- 
tion to careful listening, one's own emotions, 
reactions and needs, responsible self- 
expression, and various techniques of com- 
municating, we can help facilitate these 
goals for a healthier and happier communi- 
ty. 

Effective communication requires the 
effort of all interacting parties to act 
responsibly and with awareness of their own 
participation and behavior within any dia- 
logue. No wonder it is so easy to misunder- 
stand or be misunderstood! Many tools and 
creative strategies exist to help us learn how 
to better do just this and the 
Interconnections Team is dedicated to the 
pursuit and distribution of this knowledge. 

With the help of related speakers, edu- 
cational and interactive sessions, personal 


sharing, print materials, and several other 
approaches, we can all learn more about one 
another, more about ourselves, and more 
about the world in which we live. Look for 
our new brochure and materials as well as 
our many upcoming programs. We are very 
excited to bring this initiative to Community 
and hope you find the experience as reward- 
ing as we do! 


The Committee on Ministry 

Natalie Webb 

The Committee on Ministry (COM) provides 
advice and support to our minister in relation to 
the ministry and spiritual life of our community 
and to his professional ministerial responsibili- 
ties and development. The members of the COM 
are chosen by the minister and appointed by the 
Board of Trustees. The present members 
include: Natalie Webb, Chair, Vincent Daniele 
and Anna-Lisa Hafgren. 

The COM also acts as a liaison between the 
minister and Community members, who are wel- 
come to attend committee meetings to request 
information or to discuss individual, group or 
committee issues that relate to the ministry and 
spiritual life of our community. The COM meets 
the first Monday of each month between 5:30 
and 7:00 p.m. To schedule an appointment, 
contact Natalie Webb at 917.776.9085 or e-mail 
ncwebb3@verizon.net. 

The committee also sponsors Chat Cafes. 
During the Chat Cafes we will provide informa- 
tion about the committee and the strategic goals 
of our professional ministry, and discuss your 
issues and suggestions for enhancing the min- 
istry and spiritual life of our community. Chat 
Cafes are scheduled for Sunday, February 26 and 
Sunday, April 2 at 10a.m. in the Assembly Hall. 
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AMONG OURSELVES 


February Birthdays 


New Members 

Molly Scott 


1 

Herbert Krampner 

2 

Brian Lessing 

3 

Hana Dolgin 
Dorothy James 

4 

Wade Hampton 
Kyree Hurd (1993) 

5 

Leonore Tiefer 

7 

Anne Rieschick 

9 

Etta Green Johnson 

1 1 

Leine Spohn-Gellert 

12 

Theresa Drucker 
Judy Gex 

14 

Ruth Mullen 

16 

Robert J. Penella 

17 

Julien Buron (1999) 
Diane Kaylor 

Vivian V. Smith 

Joan Williamson 

22 

Valerie Sarris 

23 

Bidalia Albanese 
Modesto Matos 
Rosetta Pervan 

24 

Maureen Chen 
Marjorie Vai 

25 

Daisy White (2005) 

27 

Natalie Webb 

28 

Robert Clarida 
Kathy Polkabla 


If we don't have your birth - 
day listed, please contact 
Molly Scott, 212-683-4988. 


Lenore Warren rejoined our congregation in November. She was a member in 2002 - 
2003 after she returned to New York after many years. Prior to coming back, she lived in 
Boone, North Carolina for 6 years where she was a member of the UU Fellowship. Before 
living in North Carolina, she lived in Florida for 42 years, and it was there that she first 
became a Unitarian Universalist at the UU Congregation of Cocoa. Lenore is retired and 
has two children, a daughter in Massachusetts and a son in Florida, 2 grandsons and 2 
granddaughters. Lenore lives on the Upper East Side and has been using her 60 plus 
years of experience in the theater leading an acting workshop at the Council Center, a 
community center for retired people. Her experience spans all facets - producing, 
directing as well as acting. She has always been involved in theater wherever she has 
lived, and she is willing to share these skills with us. 

Ellen Ensig-Brodsky joined in November after visiting for some time. Ellen was a mem- 
ber of a UU congregation in Huntington, LI in the 1970’s, but it was only recently that 
she and her partner, Dolores Rosenthal, decided to visit UU congregations around the 
city. Ellen decided Community Church was the best fit for her. She was born in Harlem, 
and raised in the Bronx. After college, she worked in marketing and travel promotion, 
which led her to live in Paris and Europe. She returned to the U.S., married an artist, 
and moved to Long Island to raise their family. With her children grown, Ellen returned 
to the city and pursued a career as a medical 
nutritionist working with the Federal govern- 
ment and the NYC Health and Human 
Services Department. She is retired now and 
living in Midtown, where she pursues her 
interests in music and the visual arts. She 
takes pleasure in following the career of her 
daughter who is a photographer and film- 
maker. She devotes considerable time as a 
volunteer with the Manhattan Borough Wide 
Interagency Council on Aging using her pro- 
fessional experience and skills. At 
Community, she is looking forward to getting 
involved in Interweave and Green Sanctuary. 



MEMBER2MEMBER 

Reena Kondo has been appointed Regional Representative of the Metro NY District for the national group UU Ministry for the Earth 
(formerly The Seventh Principle Project). Reena will be using her experience of developing our Green Sanctuary Committee to help other 
congregations in our district form environmental groups and guide them toward becoming "Green Sanctuaries." 

Community’s Music Director, Jerry Brown accompanied opera singer, Carl Tanner, in “O Holy Night" to close out NBC’s Today Show on 
December 23. 

Best wishes and congratulations to Julia Brandt and Ron Davis who became engaged in December. They plan to marry this autumn. 

Take Back The News, a nonprofit organization headed by Julia Brandt and her sisters, launched a new website on January 1st. The 
organization confronts the misrepresentation and under representation of sexual assault in the mainstream media. To learn more about 
their organization and the projects they are spearheading, visit their website at www.takebackthenews.org. 
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AMONG OURSELVES 


$h cxinj -f)ne.w 

Maureen Chen • 

• 

Sock Hop • 

It’s just two weeks before that great American • 
celebration of couple-hood called Valentine’s * 

Day. Are your single friends lamenting that • 

once again they do not have a special someone • 
to share Valentine’s Day with? Do them a favor * 
and invite them to our Sock Hop on Saturday, • 

February 11, 7 to 10:30 p.m. Just $10 buys • 

them an opportunity to meet potential soul- • 
mates on our dance floor. Who knows, thanks • 
to you, they may still have their dream date on I 
February 14. If all your friends are happily cou- • 
pled, invite them anyway and ask them to • 
bring their single-and-still-searching friends * 

to join our extended community. • 

Once again Brenda Carpenter is working very • 
hard to create this joyous and festive boogie- * 
away-the-winter-blues event. Might you help by * 
arriving early to decorate the Assembly Hall or by 
selling refreshments at the event? Please contact Brenda at 718-275-9460 or bcarpen- 
terl952@yahoo.com to volunteer. 

Slavery in New York Exhibition 

This month we observe Black History Month with a visit to the New York Historical Society on 
Sunday, February 26. We will leave from the PAC table at 1 p.m. and take the subway at 
34th Street and 6th Avenue to 72nd Street and Central Park West. 

A one-hour concert by the Harlem Opera Theater begins at 2 p.m.. You may explore the 
Slavery in New York exhibition on your own or take the one-hour guided tour at 3 p.m. 
Admission is $10 for adults; $5 for seniors, students and educators; and free for children 12 
and under and NYHS members. Lunch may be purchased at NYHS. 

Community Circles 

If when you read the article “The joys and challenges of covenant groups” on pages 16-17 
of the Winter 2005 issue of UU World, you thought to yourself, “I would like to join a group 
like that,” you certainly can. Our covenant groups are called “Community Circles.” 

According to the article, which can be found on www.uuworld.org, a covenant group pro- 
vides a place for six to ten members and visitors to connect deeply with one another. It is an 
antidote to feeling anonymous in the crowd of over 100 people in the Assembly Hall during 
Fellowship Hour. 

Our Community Circles meet every other week at a time convenient to all the participants in 
a circle. The initial commitment is for six sessions, after which participants may continue or 
disband the circle. Copies of the article and application forms for our Community Circles 
can be found at the PAC table and Membership table. New circles are formed as enough 
people apply. For more information please speak to Rev. Bruce Southworth or Molly Scott, 
our membership Coordinator. 





Santa shares a gift with our 
youngest Angel, (photo - Laura 
Wilson) 
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Second Annual Mid-Winter Dance at 
Community! 

Bring your sweetie to the "Valentine's Day 
Ball," Saturday, February 11 from 7 to 
10:30 p.m. Lindy, foxtrot, Tennessee 
waltz, twist, bugaloo, cha cha - DANCE to 
the best music of the 40's, 50's, 60's, 

70's and 80's with the swingingest DJ in 
town! Purchase tickets ($10.00) at the 
PAC table on Sundays or call Brenda 
Carpenter Osayim: 718-275-9460. Bring a 
guest for FREE with a student I.D.! 

Popcorn & Opinions Februar 3 
Movie: Crash 

Several characters of different racial 
backgrounds collide in one incident. The 
different stereotypes society has created 
for those backgrounds affect their judg- 
ment, beliefs and actions. This in turn 
causes problems for each of them. 

Signs of the Times 

Sunday Feb 5, 1:00 PM Film "Signs Out of 
Time" - Story of Archeologist: Marija 
Gimbutas - One of the most influential 
and controversial archeologists of this 
century. We see a new paradigm being 
born, one that gracefully links prehistory 
to our ecological future. 

Holiday Greens 

Thank you to those who contributed to the 
fund for Holiday Greens: 

• Rose Mary & Vincent Daniele 

• Helene Lightbourne 

• Nona Pipes & Robert Hefley (for our 
mothers: Evelyn Bujold & Laurie 
Mewhinney) 

• Cathy Ross (for Catherine A. Fallon) 

• Bruce Southworth & Kay S. Xanthakos 

• Odella Washington 

Save the Date- March 4 
"ANYTHING GOES" POT-LUCK 

Along with food, bring your poems, songs, 
comedy routines, or anything else you 
would like to share. 
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GROW YOUR SOUL 


From the Art Committee 

Elinore Bucholtz 

Getting To Know Us... =Again 

The artgroup@cc will reintroduce itself to all church members and read- 
ers. We are planning a wonderful art show for the spring. New art works by 
committee members will be featured, and an art video presentation and dis- 
cussion will be offered after the opening. There will be an opening and a clos- 
ing reception catered by Jennifer Hampshire. The dates, places and times will 
be listed in future articles. All events are free of charge. Come one, come all. 
Everyone is welcome. Bring family and friends. All artwork is for sale. 

Featured Artists For February 

Myrna Charry - UU member both in NY and in Florida 

Myrna enjoyed having a solo photography show recently at her UU fellowship 
in Florida. She sends us some sample photos seen here: 



Marcia Ostwind - UU member in NY at Community 

Marcia has been inspired to paint for many years now. She shares some 
favorites with us here: 



Creativity Challenge 

Are you ready to share your creative talent with our readers? Answer this 
challenge in any way you want: a poem, a story, an essay, a short drama, a 
picture with caption, a cartoon, etc. What is creativity? Are you creative? Are 
you creative in your everyday life? How? Send your responses to the church 
directed to the Art Committee. 


Poetry 

January Central Park 

They are still nagging on. 

Little crinkled umber leaves. 

Like 100-year-old people 

not quite sure why they are still here, 

no longer admired, no memory of greener times, 

limply lingering. 

Perhaps the tree’s a foreigner, 
never learned to leave its sap, 
a Polynesian shivering in a wild print shirt 
in Times Square in January. 

Maybe it’s sturdy genes. 

On NBC, Mrs. Kelly is having her 107th birthday 
at Swampyside Nursing Home, 
a gaudy party hat on her almost hairless head. 
We have made freaks out of our elderly, 
yet there is something to admire 
in her helpless tenacity. 

I shall return in February 
I am hoping for wrinkled leaves on trees 
I am rooting for someone to live to 120. 

Mary Orovan, January 03 


Publicity Pays 

Maureen Chen 

On January 11, 18 members and friends attended a 
breathtaking concert by Philip Hough's string 
quartet at the Diller-Quaile School of Music and 
eagerly await their next concert on Wednesday, May 
10 . 

Members: If you are performing or exhibiting, 
please send information about your event to Molly 
Scott for publication in our Sunday announce- 
ments. Do not be shy! Your church community sup- 
ports your efforts to grow your creative soul. 
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Orange Peels an4 Orange Slices 

Janice Marie Johnson, Director of Religious Education 




RE/FM started off our New Year with a three-part Social Justice Sundays Series (1/8, 1/15, 
1/22) with a focus on diversity, tolerance and human rights. 

Week One: We began with a powerful activity involving (of all things) oranges! Our students 
“got to know” their very own unpeeled orange, describing the skin discolorations, “scars", 
and other markers, to their fellow students. The oranges were put into a bucket and mixed 
up. Each child readily identified his or her orange! We peeled them and repeated the activity. 
Finally, it was “impossible” to pick out the specific orange once its distinctive skin had been 
peeled! The activity ended in a wonderful discussion about how, though we look different on the 
outside, we are all essentially the same living, loving •••••••••••••••••• 

human beings on the inside. 


Over the next two weeks we continued on our journey of discussing human rights. 


Week Two: We visited the New York Historical Society to witness its exhibition on Slavery in 
New York City. This field trip offered us a gentle and firm exploration of a strong slave busi- 
ness (second only to Charleston, SCI). 


Week Three: Our series ended with our children's creative poster and letter writing campaign 
on behalf of the Guatemalan Mutual Support Group, a project of Amnesty International. 


This New Year may well offer us some juicy surprises. Who knows what will follow orange 
peels and orange slices? 


Nancy installs RE/FM birdfeeder as part of our 
children's stewardship of planet Earth 
program.lphoto - Peter Robinson) 


Program and Activities 
Committe Fall Review 

Maureen Chen 

The Program and Activities Committee had a busy 
fall season with several activities. 

• The Community Open “Mic" on Homecoming 
Sunday began with an audience of 35. The Council 
will be sponsoring an “Anything Goes" potluck and 
open “mic" on Saturday, March 4, in the evening. 

• On October 23, 7 of us enjoyed a trip to the 
Queens County Farm Museum. Thanks to Fay 
Bennett Lord and Laura Ann Wilson for driving. 

• On October 28, 19 of us were present at the 
Poetry Slam. Thanks to Mary Orovan for organizing 
and emceeing the event and to all the readers for 
sharing. 

• On November 15, 3 of us held a discussion of 
Malcolm Gladwell’s book The Tipping Point at the 
home of Joan Rosenberg. Thanks to Joan for gra- 
ciously hosting the group. 

• On November 20, 6 of us enjoyed an afternoon of 
making beaded necklaces and bracelets in the 
Bead-Stringing Class led by Ruth Miller. Thanks to 
Ruth for sharing her joy and knowledge of her craft. 


The future of PAC 

Maureen Chen 

At the Council meeting on January 4, the Program and Activities Committee 
was disbanded, and the PAC activities, including the coordination of member 
activities and handling of the table on Sunday during fellowship hour, will contin- 
ue under the auspices of the Council. A special task force of the Council will now 
study and decide how activities for members will be coordinated in the future. 
Anyone who wishes to lead an activity such as a class, discussion group, or trip 
should send requests to the newly elected Council Chair. 

I would like to thank fellow members Myrna Charry, Ann Brownlow, Karen 
Hoover and Brenda Carpenter and our church staff members Molly Scott, Greg 
Jones, Thea Trent and Caitlin Meissner for their efforts in making PAC’s summer 
and fall activities a success. 

The final event on the PAC calendar is a concert of Joel Mandelbaum’s com- 
positions to be held on Sunday, March 19, 1 p.m., in the Assembly Hall. Don’t 
miss this special treat! 

Community Giving 

A big THANK YOU to all the members and friends who brought gifts for the 
fragile children in the Positive Caring Program at St. Vincent's Services in 
Brooklyn. The gifts were picked up on January 9 and have been given to the chil- 
dren. A special thanks goes to Doris Jeffrey for organizing this annual tradition, 
which we look forward to again next December. 





DO JUSTICE 


Green Sanctuary News 

Gary Jacinto 

The Green Sanctuary Committee has a major consultation 
planned for Friday, April 21, 2006, titled the Earth Charter-Based 
Sustainable Communities Consultation: Envisioning Sustaining 
Futures for the Metro New York Region. This consultation is the first 
attempt to engage in regional development planning where the inte- 
grated social and ecological values of the Earth Charter form the 
basis of a regional sustainable communities approach. An essential 
part of this consultation is the attempt to establish a Sustainable 
Communities Coordinating Council for the Metro NY Region. 

The Steering Committee is composed of UU members, mostly 
from the Green Sanctuary Committee and Social Justice Committees 
of the Community Church of NY, the Metro NY UU Network and the 
UU-UN Office, representing the UU presence in the metro NY area. 
Visits have been made to the Watermill and North Shore UU 
Congregations in Suffolk County and the Shelter Rock Congregation 
in Nassau County to seek their cooperation in identifying leaders in 
government, business and civil society to be invited to join the 
Steering Committee. 

On April 21, the consultation will be open to the public for the 
morning keynote speaker Mark Roseland, Ph.D., MCIP, director of the 
Community Economic Development Centre at Simon Fraser University 
and a professor in SFU's Department of Geography. Dr. Roseland lec- 
tures internationally and advises communities and governments on 
sustainable development policy and planning. He has been cited by 
the Vancouver Sun as one of British Columbia's "top 50 living public 
intellectuals." A completely revised and updated edition of his land- 
mark book, ‘Toward Sustainable Communities: Resources for Citizens 
and Their Governments’ with a foreword by Hazel Henderson, has 
recently been published by New Society Publishers. 

Other Green Sanctuary Programs 

February 19, 2006, 1:00 p.m., Movie - “Peaceable Kingdom.” At 
a time when the public is more concerned than ever about the health 
and large-scale factory farming, “Peaceable Kingdom" explores 
another angle of this unfolding story. Discussion Leader: Marisa 
Miller 

March 12, 2006, 1:00 p.m., Movie - “Cradle to Cradle.” Bill 
McDonough and Mike Braungart explain how products can be 
designed from the outset so that, after their useful lives, they will 
provide nourishment for something new. Why not challenge the 
belief that human industry must damage the natural world? This is 
an important contribution to a vision for a sustainable future. 

For information on any of the above programs, contact Gary 
Jacinto, Green Sanctuary Chair, at jacinto621@aol.com or by phone 
at 212-267-2694. 


Gifting Our Homeless 

Peter Robinson 

The men from Peter’s Place who utilize our shelter, BJ’s Place, 
were given special gift bags filled with essentials for the holi- 
days. Shelter volunteers Bill Campbell and Mark Siebers discov- 
ered promotional bags from a discount outlet in New Jersey called 
BJ’s. The bags, donated by the outlet, had their logo on it, which 
matches the name of our shelter. Kudo’s to BJ’s Outlet! 

Volunteers at the shelter gathered items to fill the bags. 

Each bag contained gloves, socks, slippers, thermal underwear, 
scarves, and a small amount of cash. The efforts of our shelter 
volunteers brought smiles to the faces of our visitors. 

Shelter Committee members are Bill Campbell, Fred Corden, 
Bruce Deal, Lisa Gluck, Brian Goldberg, Helene Lightbourne, 
Charlotte McPherson, Marianne Roncoli, Nancy Ruckes, Mark 
Siebers, Leonore Tiefer and the approximately 60 active volun- 
teers, which is never quite enough to meet the needs of the shel- 
ter. The committee is always looking for more volunteers! 

• • 

I Around the Metro NY UU District.... 

‘Saturday, February 11, 2006 - 12:00 p.m. -3:00 p.m. 

*UU Women's Association - Luncheon/Lecture 

IPIace: Community Church of NY UU, 28 E35th St, NYC 
‘Speaker: The Rev. Rosemary Bray McNatt 
•Theme: UU Women - Past, Present, and Future 
iFee: Sliding Scale - $18-$12 
•Contact: 212-683-4988 

•Saturday, February 25, 2006 - 9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m. 

•Anti-Racism and Diversity Annual Conclave 
•Ending Racism: What Can We Do Now? 

•Community Church of NY UU, E 35th St, NYC 
^Sponsored by the District Anti-Racism and Diversity Committee 
•For complete information, visit 
•www.antiracism.net/Conclavelnfo. or call 212-683-4988 

•At the UUA.... 

•March 2 - 5, 2006 

•UUA 6th National Conference for Midsize Congregations 

•Congregational Change is Personal: Meeting People Where 

•They Are and Moving On 

•Hyatt Regency Phoenix at Civic Plaza, Phoenix, AZ 

•For more information, go to www.uua.org/calendar 

•Contact Nancy Ruckes (718-445-1838) if you are interested in 

•attending this conference. 

• 
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FINAL WORD 



Our own Santa Bruce samples the season's best 
donated by members, (photo - Laura Wilson) 



In Memoriam 


Georgene Jefferson died in November. She and her husband Frederic 
joined Community in March of 1976. Jean, as she was known, had a long 
career as a social worker, rising to the supervisory level at the time she 
retired. After retirement she and her husband, Jeff, traveled extensively to 65 
countries covering all of the continents except Antarctica. Jeff died in 1999. 
Recently, as she grew frail, her son James brought her to services occasional- 
ly. A granddaughter, Nicole, also survives Jean. Rev. Bruce Southworth con- 
ducted her Memorial Service here in early January. 

Anne Reilly died in December after a long illness. Anne and her husband 
J. Porter joined in December of 1956 bringing up their three children here, 
Joseph, Lawrence and Evan. She was instrumental in bringing Lawrence’s wife 
Winifred Zubin and their two children, Tim and Rebecca Reilly into our commu- 
nity. Over the years, Anne was active with the Women’s Association and served 
on the Nominating Committee and the Church School Committee as well as 
working on various rummage sales and fairs. Her illness prevented her ability 
to attend services or be active in the community. 


Sharing Our Gifts Keeps 
Community Lively 


Committee/Sub-Group 

Action for Justice 

Anti-Racism Team 
Bookstall Committee 
Building & Grounds 
Committee 

Caring Network 

Committee on Committees 
Committee on Ministry 
Communications Committee 
*Church Council 
Finance Committee 
Green Sanctuary 
Hospitality Table Volunteers 

Interconnections Team 
Intern and Sponsored 
Students 
John Haynes Holmes 
Memorial Fellowship 
Kingsland Camp Fund 
Membership Committee 
Music Committee 
Personnel Committee 
Religious Enrichment/Family 
Ministries Committee 
Shared Ministry Initiative 
Strategic Planning 
Ushers and Greeters 
Volunteer Choir 

*Board Of Trustees 
Interweave 

Canvass Committee 
^Nominating Committee 


Chair/Contact Person 

Karen Hoover, Christie 
Jeffers - Co-Chairs 
Gary Geoghegan - Chair 
Nick Buron - Chair 

Massie Blakinship - 
Acting Chair 
Odella Washington - 
Coordinator 
Vacant - Chair 
Natalie Webb - Chair 
Natalie Webb - Chair 
TBD 

Norma Lombardi - Chair 
Gary Jacinto - Chair 
George Martin/ William 
Mcllwain 
Tina Redick 

Peter J. Robinson - Chair 

Sondra Brooks - Chair 
Paul Hampton - Chair 
Ruth Miller - Chair 
Don Powell - Chair 
Deborah Washburn- Chair 

Anna-Lisa Hafgren - Chair 
Leigh Henderson - Chair 
Laurie Jakobsen - Chair 
George Martin - Chair 
Gerald A. Brown, Director 
of Music 
TBD 

Emily Whittemore or Greg 

Jones 

Vacant 

TBD 


*Note-. At the time of publication, the annual elections 
had not been held. We will publish the contacts for the 
Church Council, Board of Trustees and Nominating 
Committee in the next issue. 
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Events Calendar for Feb 


ruarij 


2006 


Sunday 29 



10:00 

Chat Cafe 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Flour 

12:45 

Congregational 


Meeting 


30 Mon 

31 Tue 



Sunday 12 



9:30 

Shelter Committee 

10:00 

Chat Cafe 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

1 1:00 

Children's Program 


Special Friends 


Sunday 

12:15 

Fellowship Flour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 

1:00 

Forum - Board of 


Trustees 

1:00 

Young Adult Brunch 

1:00 

Intern Committee 


13 Mon 

14 Tue 

15 Wed 

16 Thu 

17 Fri 

18 Sat 


6:00 Buildings & Grounds 
Cmte. 

7:00 Green Sanctuary C. 


7:00 Interconnections 
Team 


6:00 Finance Committee 

7:00 Streetsingers 


7:00 Sock Flop 


Sunday 26 



10:00 

Chat Cafe 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

1 1:00 

Children's Program 

12:15 

Fellowship Flour 

12:45 

Green Sanctuary 


Planning 

1:00 

Path to Membership 

1:00 

N.Y. Historical Society 


Trip 

1:00 

Members4Change 


Meeting 


27 Mon 

28 Tue 

1 Wed 

2 Thu 

3 Fri 

4 Sat 



6:15 Church Council 
7:00 Streetsingers 



6:00 Anything Goes 
Potluck 


Sunday 5 

6 Mon 



7 Tue 

9:30 

RE/FM Cmte. 

10:00 

Chat Cafe 

8 Wed 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Childcare 


12:15 

Fellowship Flour 

9 Thu 

12:45 

Green Sanctuary 
Planning 

12:45 

Organ Tour 

10 Fri 

1:00 

Volunteer Choir 

1:00 

Community 



Women 

11 Sat 

1:00 

Film "Signs Out of 

Time" 



6:00 Communications C. 
7:00 Streetsingers 



Sunday 19 


9:30 

Strategic Planning 

10:00 

Chat Cafe 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

1 1:00 

Children's Program 

12:15 

Fellowship Flour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 

1:00 

Action For Justice 

1:00 

Buddhist Exploration 

1:00 

Forum - Green 


Sanctuary 

1:00 

Interweave Brunch 


20 Mon 

21 Tue 

22 Wed 

23 Thu 

24 Fri 

25 Sat 


Presidents Day, Floliday 
Church Office Closed 



6:30 Board of Trustees 

7:00 Streetsingers 


I 





Credits & Guidelines 

This first edition of the Community Connections would not have been possible 
without the editorial, writing and reporting efforts of Molly Scott, Elinore 
Bucholtz, Maureen Chen, Jennifer Robinson, Peter Robinson, Diane Kaylor, 

Natalie Webb, Thea Trent and contributions from Janice Marie Johnson, Tina 
Redick, Nancy Ruckes, Rev. Bruce Southworth, Laura Wilson, Winifred Zubin and 
other members of Community. 

Members are encouraged to submit articles to Community Connections. The sub- 
mission deadline is typically the second Friday of the month prior to issue date. 
Submissions can be emailed to communications@ccny.org or hand delivered to 
Molly Scott. Articles submitted are subject to proofing and editing for clarity, 
brevity, grammar, punctuation, spelling and content. 


• • 

COMMUNITY 

amlictuHis 


The Community Church of New York 

Unitarian Universalist 
40 East 35th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

www.ccny.org 
Tel: 212.683.4988 

IN THIS FIRST ISSUE: 

Community Affairs, Among Ourselves, Grow Your Soul, RE 
View, PAC, Do Justice, Calendar and much more... 

Deadline for March 2006 issue: February 8, 2006 

Our Mission: To grow as a caring, justice-making, anti-racist, diverse, spiritual community 











